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AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

CONFIDENTIAL SANA 0158 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, YE 

SUBJECT: NEW DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER APPOINTED 

REF: SANA 0046 AND 0128 

1 . MOHAMMAD AL JUNAYD, MINISTER OF FINANCE, HAS BEEN APPOINTED 
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS. HE WILL 
APPARENTLY CONTINUE TO FUNCTION AS MINISTER OF FINANCE, IN CHARGE 
OF ALL REVENUEXH BEDGETING, AND DISBURSEMENT. ELEVATION WAS 
LNNOUNCED ON JANUARY 9, AND FILLS POSITION FROM WHICH JAGHMAN 
DISMISSED (SEE REFTELS). ALTHOUGH ALTTER'S TITLE WAS FOR 
FOREIGN RPT FOREIGN AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. 

COMMENT: JUNAYD IS WARM FREIND OF EMBASSY AND ONE OF THREE OR 
FOUR ABLEST TECHNOCRATS IN COUNTRY. HE WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS OF 
HIS GOOD FRIEND JAGHMAN TO BRING IN WESTERN COMPANIES AS INVESTORS 
AND MANAGERS, BUT HE PROBABLY WON'T CROSS AL-ASNAJ. 
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